
Street Light Installation for VDOT Streets 
From Fairfax County Streetlight Citizen Petition Program 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/construction/streetlights/light_citpet.htm 
Program Summary  
The county pays the utility companies for the operation of streetlights. Subject to the availability 
of funds, the county may also pay for the installation of new citizen petitioned streetlights at 
approved locations. Periodically, when funds are available, petition requests from individual 
property owners and homeowner associations for new streetlight installations will be accepted by 
the county and evaluated with other citizen petition requests received countywide for possible 
funding consideration. However, at the current time, there are no funds available for new 
streetlight installations and the county is not accepting citizen petition requests for new 
streetlight installations. Communities may choose to make a non-reimbursable contribution for 
the installation of streetlights, and the county will pay the operation and maintenance costs for 
these streetlights.  
 

Private Contributions Summary 
 Communities that wish to contribute funds for streetlight installations in their 

neighborhood must complete the standard petition form and meet all of the program 
eligibility requirements.  

 The community must pay for the total streetlight installation cost. The county is under no 
obligation to reimburse the contribution to the community.  

 Fairfax County will assume the subsequent monthly operation and maintenance payments 
to the utility company.  

 The county will submit a street lighting layout to the utility company for the engineering 
and cost estimating of the streetlight installation work. Once the estimate has been 
received and verified, the county will send it to the community for direct payment to the 
utility company.  

 The community must provide any easements requested by the utility company for the 
streetlight installations. To that effect, the association is to inform all homeowners that 
granting easements to the utility company could be required from them. Specific 
easement agreements/plats will be sent by the utility company to the appropriate 
homeowners for their signature.  

 Adverse or unforeseen field conditions encountered during installation (i.e., asbestos in 
the soil, rock excavation, etc.) could add considerably to the original streetlight 
installation cost. If any of the above conditions is encountered, the utility company will; 
(a) immediately notify the community, (b) re-estimate the installation work (c) give the 
community the opportunity to stop work before additional cost is incurred. The utility 
company will not proceed with the installation work until the community pays for all 
additional cost resulting from any adverse or unforeseen field conditions.  



 The utility company may modify the terms and conditions specified in the current 
contract with Fairfax County or require additional ones.  

 The utility company will begin the streetlight installation only after obtaining all 
applicable permits (i.e., Virginia Department of Transportation).  

 After the installation has been completed, the utility company will include the new 
streetlights in the county account.  
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